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 Horticulture was very much a second career for me although as I 
was growing up there were influences which gave me an 
appreciation for the natural world and gardening. I grew up on 
farms in South Gippsland at Pound Creek where we were able to 
roam on bush blocks and attended Leongatha South Primary 
School where our teacher incorporated gardening into our 
routine, looking after the school grounds. Later, after moving 
into Leongatha, my mother’s gardening also rubbed off on me. 

However, horticulture was not in view when I left College, in fact 
I didn’t have a clear ambition. I worked with Telecom for 4 years, 
married and then went to the US for a year. When I returned, I 
commenced what became 17 years in the finance industry, 
working in credit unions and building societies. A health scare 
(breast cancer) in 2000 was the catalyst for me to reassess 
whether I really wanted to continue in this line of work or choose 
something closer to my heart. 

I was already a keen gardener and loved the idea of working in a 
retail nursery. For this I would need a qualification, so I attended 
open day at Burnley College.  At that time, they offered a 

Graduate Diploma of Applied Science (Horticulture) which would only take one year to complete – perfect! 

For the next 10 years I worked in retail nurseries around the Melbourne suburbs, firstly at Going Going Green in 
Hawthorn (where an apartment block is now being built), then Town & Country in Malvern (now also an apartment 
block) and then at Pinewood Nursery in Glen Waverley. 

In 2012 I grew restless to try a different area of horticulture and when nothing suitable presented itself I decided to 
start my own garden design business, ‘Your Garden Oasis’. Whilst this did lead to some design work, it didn’t pay the 
bills, so I started looking after other people’s gardens. I placed an ad in the local paper simply saying “Just Weeding - 
Call Rosemary on…”.  (I limited it to weeding so that I didn’t need to carry many implements, power tools, lawn 
mowers etc.). That one ad led to enough work to last me for the next 8 years – such was the demand for weeding. 
Admittedly it is a part-time job, but it was as much as I needed. I currently work in 6 gardens usually on a monthly 
basis. 

For the past 7 years I have also worked part-time on the Evergreen Garden Care (makers of Osmocote, Debco and 
Lawn Builder brands) Home Garden Advice phone line, providing information on products and garden advice. 
My voluntary role as Vice President and Event Coordinator for EWHA takes up a considerable amount of time 
planning and running the events with the other Committee members and assisting with some of the secretarial 
duties. It is a role which I enjoy very much: sourcing new event opportunities and then bringing them to fruition. 

Since starting out in the industry my passion for “all things hort” has only grown. Wherever I am I seek out garden 
nurseries, tours and festivals and have travelled to other countries in search of hort wonders – in England, the US, 
Spain and Singapore. Fortunately, my husband’s work gave me the opportunity for many of these experiences.  
Although my Camberwell garden, which I have tended for 21 years, is fairly traditional in style with plenty of roses 
and box hedging, it is also a mixture of the rare and unusual – like Stephen Ryan, I can’t resist a rare plant! I have 
never been drawn to cultivating a vegie plot so it’s an ornamental garden, though I do have the obligatory lemon 
tree. I love working in it each day, rain, or shine, and sometimes in the dark! 



Next year I will be entering a new phase. With the passing of my husband 2 years ago, it’s time to down-size to a 
house near the beach and I’m very much looking forward to building a new garden there. Gardening offers such 
opportunities to create, change and nurture – it’s a source of constant possibilities! 

I’ll finish with a couple of tips: keep a diary of when your plants are flowering/fruiting each month. It becomes such a 
useful resource for the future. And when planting a hedge don’t be tempted to use different cultivars of the same 
species: always stick with the same cultivar to maintain a unified look (a lesson learned early from bitter experience). 

 
 


